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Good morning everyone;

The Branch this week has a couple reminders that we are slowly returning to normal
operations.  FIrst is the announcement of three new employees who will be starting on June
10th.  COVID-19 restrictions will make it more difficult for them to get to meet other people
in the agency this summer so please take any opportunity you can to reach out to them and
make them feel welcome.  And there are some photos in the Branch of recent retirements for
Blair Dalton, Henry Womack, and Gwynn Tyler.  These three made careers at VDOF and we
wish them well as they move on to the next phase of their lives.   

For the rest of us that already started and can't yet retire, it's another week living the dream. 
Which for now includes wearing a facemask when working with others or while in public
so please remember to do that.  Here is the message from Governor Northam that sums it up
pretty well.
“Science shows that face coverings are an effective way to prevent transmission of the virus,
but wearing them is also a sign of respect. This is about doing the right thing to protect the
people around us and keep everyone safe, especially as we continue to slowly lift public health
restrictions in our Commonwealth.”  

The forecast is calling for a taste of summer this week, be careful in the heat and stay safe.

Rob Farrell 
State Forester 
Virginia Department of Forestry

Headquarters
900 Natural Resources Drive, #800 
Charlottesville, VA 22903
office (434) 220-9047

cell (757) 810-6943 
fax (434) 220-9140

rob.farrell@dof.virginia.gov

www.dof.virginia.gov
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Employee News 


Welcome to VDOF Starting June 10 


Anne Ligush, Bay Watershed Specialist 


Walker Wolff, Mountain Valley Work Area Forester 


Matthew Hutchins, Jefferson Work Area Forest Technician 


Permethrin on Pants 


§ I hope all the field staff availed themselves of the opportunity to get their field pants treated with tick 
repellent by InsectShield. Rappahannock Work Area Forester Ed Furlow shares this testimony on their 
effectiveness: 


¶ άL Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
permethrin.  I have used the treated pants three times through heavily tick-infested areas.  A 
landowner walked next to me during one field visit and he had to remove a half dozen ticks off his 






















